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October 16, 2025

A. Diane Janbakhsh

Hispanic Family Foundation
3955 Nolensville Pike, St. 107
Nashville, TN 37211

Re: Mrs. Diane Janbakhsh’s Grant Application
Dear Diane,

| am pleased to provide this letter in strong support of your grant application. Given the
dedication of the Hispanic Family Foundation’s (HFF) to serving the Hispanic and immigrant
community in Nashville and Middle Tennessee under your leadership as Executive Director, |
am confident that your proposed activities will help Hispanic and immigrant middle and high
school students overcome barriers in education, language, and culture, thereby significantly
strengthening the Hispanic and Latino community you faithfully serve.

As a Full Professor of Computer Science and Data Science in the School of Medicine at
Meharry Medical College (MMC), my research spans Atrtificial Intelligence (Al), Machine
Learning (ML), Computational Biology, and Cancer Genomics. With more than 20 years of
experience in computing and biomedical research, | have had the privilege of serving as a Co-
Investigator and member of the National Institutes of Health (NIH)-funded AIM-AHEAD
Coordinating Center Southeast Hub. Through this initiative, your organization received funding
from 2024 to 2025 to advance Al literacy and address Al hesitancy within the Hispanic
community. AIM-AHEAD is a nationwide network of institutions and organizations designed to
build Al talent among researchers, clinicians, and the community.

It has been a true pleasure working with you and your team to develop and implement your
AIM-AHEAD—funded project, which brought high-quality learning opportunities in STEM,
Robotics, and Al to underserved youth in the Nashville area. Importantly, it has created a
pathway for children, particularly those ages 7 to 12 from low-income and immigrant families,
to explore and engage with STEM education in ways that were previously out of reach.
Through the establishment of a computer lab and the introduction of hands-on robotics and Al
workshops, we have witnessed remarkable growth, enthusiasm, and curiosity among students
who might otherwise never have had access to such transformative resources. At HFF’s Back
to School Outreach Event at Plaza Mariachi, students from your STEM and Al program
presented their robotics projects to an audience of 3,500 attendees, a clear testament to the
program’s impact.

Our partnership in your AIM-AHEAD—funded project illustrates how education, innovation, and
community outreach can empower and transform lives. | am hopeful that you will be able to
extend this important work even further, helping more children gain access to learning



resources, discover a love for science and technology, and set goals that break cycles of
poverty and limited opportunity.

For these reasons, | offer my strongest support for your application and full confidence that,

under your continued leadership, HFF will expand these successes and empower the next
generation of Hispanic and immigrant students to thrive in STEM fields and beyond.

Sincerely,
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Qingguo Wang, Ph.D.

Professor, Department of Biochemistry, Cancer Biology, Neuroscience and Pharmacology
Director, Meharry Genomics Data Core

Meharry Medical College

Email: giwang@mmc.edu

Phone: (615) 327-6786

Office: WBSB 2137

1023 21st Ave N, Nashville, TN
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